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CONFIDENTIAL LONDON 07442 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: ENRG, UK 

SUBJECT: FURTHER DELAYS IN THE NINIAN PROJECT 

REF: LONDON 5434 

1 . THE FIRST OIL IS UNLIKELY TO FLOW FROM THE LARGE 
NINIAN FIELD THIS YEAR. EQUIPMENT DELAYS AND LABOR 
DIFFICULTIES HAVE POSTPONED COMPLETION OF THE SOUTHERN 
PLATFORM, WHICH IS IN PLACE AND WAS TO HAVE INITIATED 
THE FIELD S PRODUCTION. THE HUGE CENTRAL PLATFORM, 

TOUTED AS THE LARGEST OBJECT EVER TO BE MOVED ON EARTH, 

IS NOW BEING FLOATED OUT WITH SOME OF THE PRODUCTION 
MODULES IN PLACE. HOOKUP AND COMPLETION OF PRODUCTION 
WELLS FROM THAT PLATFORM ARE NOT EXPECTED THIS YEAR 
EITHER. IRONICALLY, THE OFT-DELAYED SULLOM VOE TERMINAL 
IN THE SHETLAND ISLANDS ON WHICH THE NINIAN FIELD 
DEPENDS IS NOW EXPECTED TO BE READY IN OCTOBER. 

2. NINIAN FIELD PRODUCTION AVERAGING 125,000 BARRELS 

PER DAY WHICH WAS EXPECTED OVER THE LAST SEVERAL MONTHS 
OF 1978 IS NOW PRIVATELY ANTICIPATED BY CHEVRON TO BEGIN 
IN EARLY 1979. PEAK PRODUCTION OF 350,000 BARRELS PER 
DAY MAY NOT NOW BE REACHED BEFORE 1981/82. BECAUSE OF 
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THE INCIDENTS REPORTED IN REFTEL, CHEVRON'S LONDON 
OFFICE WILL NOT PUBLICLY ANNOUNCE THE POSTPONEMENT. 

THEY HAVE DECIDED TO AVOID ALL FORMS OF PUBLICITY; THEY 
FEEL REVELATION OF THE CAUSES FOR THE DELAY - LABOR 
UNION DIFFICULTIES AND POOR EQUIPMENT DELIVERY PER- 
FORMANCE BY BRITISH SUPPLIERS - MIGHT ONLY EMBROIL THEIR 
COMPANY DEEPER IN PUBLIC CONTROVERSY. 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


BREWSTER 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: PETROLEUM PRODUCTION, OIL FIELDS 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 11 may 1978 

Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978LONDON07442 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D780201-0643 
Format: TEL 
From: LONDON 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t19780570/aaaachcz.tel 

Line Count: 64 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: 54288ea0-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ACTION EUR 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 

Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 78 LONDON 5434 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 17 jun 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 2725026 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: FURTHER DELAYS IN THE NINIAN PROJECT 
TAGS: ENRG, UK 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/54288ea0-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



